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• Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

• If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

• Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 23 March 2005 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)E3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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Continued Examination Under 37 CFR LI 14 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1. 1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 03/23/2005 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 03/23/2005 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Examiner's response: 

3. Applicant argues w.r.t claims 32, one feature of Applicant's invention as recited in Claim 
32 is that in an image processing apparatus, the display of an image on a displaying unit and the 
output to an outputting unit are simultaneous. The Examiner respectfully disagrees. Regarding 
the newly added limitation of displaying the superimposed second and third images at the same 
time or simultaneously, it is noted that figure 2 of prior art discloses outputting to the LCD and 
TV monitor in parallel, therefore they are displayed at the same time. 

4. Applicant argues w.r.t claims 32, one feature of Applicant's invention as recited in Claim 
32 is that the rotations of the first image and the second image are in opposite directions. Thus, 
Applicant's invention allows an image and text to be correctly displayed simultaneously on a 
display unit and an outputting unit at any time. This feature of Applicant's invention is 
accomplished, in part, due to the simultaneous display and opposite rotation directions of the first 
and second images. None of the cited documents discloses or suggests at least the foregoing 
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features of Applicant's invention. The Examiner respectfully disagrees. Masimo et al. teaches 
rotating the functional message data (text, first image data) in an opposite direction 
corresponding to the direction of third image without rotating the third (image) data (col. 2 lines 
6-50, col. 3 lines 29-51, figures 2C-2F) in order to view the text clearly in an uprightly fashion. 
The text will move in an anticlockwise or clockwise direction depending if the screen is moved 
in a clockwise or anticlockwise direction. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 32-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Anderson 
(US Patent # 6,262,769), Applicant's admitted prior art and in further view of Masimo et al. (US 
Patent #5,189,404). 

[Claim 32] 

Anderson teaches an image processing apparatus (digital camera 1 10) comprising: an image 
capture unit (imaging device 1 14) (Fig. 3), a memory (DRAM 346) adapted to store a first 
image (image data) captured by said image capture unit, and a display unit (LCD 402) adapted to 
display the first image (image data) (col. 4, lines 8-1 1). Anderson teaches that a second image 
(text) is displayed on the LCD screen (col. 7, lines 52-55, col. 8, lines 16-36). The superimposing 
unit and the display of the second image superimposed on the first image are inherently taught. 
Anderson teaches the determination of the camera orientation, and that the second image (text) 
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may be rotated as well as the first image (image data) in a first direction so that the user can view 
the first and second images (image and text) in the same orientation, which reads on an apparatus 
that rotates the second image in a first direction according to a position of said image capture 
unit, superimposes the rotated second image on the first image, and displays the first image, on 
which the rotated second image is superimposed (col. 7, lines 63-64, col. 8, lines 39- 42). 

Anderson does not teach an outputting unit to output the first image on which a third 
image is superimposed is outputted at the same time. The admitted prior art teaches that an 
image (image data) with a superimposed third image (text) is outputted to a TV monitor (page 5, 
line 22-page 6, line 8, Fig. 6D). The outputting unit is inherently taught. Regarding the newly 
added limitation of displaying the superimposed second and third images at the same time, it is 
noted that figure 2 of prior art discloses outputting to the LCD and TV monitor in parallel, 
therefore they are displayed at the same time. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the outputting of a third image superimposed upon a first 
image taught by the admitted prior art in the image processing apparatus taught by Anderson to 
make an image processing apparatus that reads out second and third images, rotates the second 
image, superimposes the second and third images upon a first image, displays the first image 
with the second image superimposed thereupon, and outputs the first image with the third image 
superimposed thereupon at the same time. One of ordinary skill would have been motivated to 
make such a modification to enable an image to be outputted to multiple channels in an 
orientation appropriate to the display or outputted channel. 
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Anderson in view of admitted prior art does not teach rotating the first image in a 
direction opposite to the first direction without rotating the third image and outputs the rotated 
first image, on which the third image is superimposed without rotation, from said outputting unit. 
However Masimo et al. teaches rotating the functional message data (text, first image data) in an 
opposite direction corresponding to the direction of third image without rotating the third 
(image) data (col. 2 lines 6-50, col. 3 lines 29-51, figures 2C-2F) in order to view the text clearly 
in an uprightly fashion. The text will move in an anticlockwise or clockwise direction depending 
if the screen is moved in a clockwise or anticlockwise direction. Therefore taking the combined 
teachings of Anderson, admitted prior art and Masimo et al., it would have been obvious to one 
skilled in the art to have been motivated at the time of the invention to rotate the first image data 
(text) in a direction opposite to the first direction without rotating the third image and outputs the 
rotated first image, on which the third image is superimposed without rotation, from said 
outputting unit. The benefit of doing so would be to have a picture of easy visibility to the user 
by displaying the functional message information (text) in the correct direction thus improving 
the operational capability as taught in Masimo (col. 2 lines 46-50). 
[Claim 33] 

Applicant's admitted prior art shows that the second and third images are the same (see figure 2). 
[Claims 36 and 37] 

These are method claims corresponding to apparatus claims 32 and 33. Because the apparatuses 
of claims 32 and 33 are taught, the methods corresponding to the apparatuses are also taught. 
[Claim 34] 
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Anderson teaches a digital camera 110 comprising: an image capture unit (imaging device 1 14) 
(Fig. 3), a memory (DRAM 346) adapted to store a first image (image data) captured by said 
image capture unit, and a display unit (LCD 402) adapted to display the first image (image data) 
(col. 4, lines 8-1 1). Anderson teaches that a second image (text) is displayed on the LCD screen 
(col 7, lines 52-55, col. 8, lines 16-36). The superimposing unit and the display of the second 
image superimposed on the first image are inherently taught. Anderson teaches the determination 
of the camera orientation, and that the second image (text) may be rotated as well as the first 
image (image data) so that the user can view the first and second images (image and text) in the 
same orientation, which reads on an apparatus that rotates the second image in a first direction 
according to a position of said image capture unit, superimposes the rotated second image on the 
first image, and displays the first image, on which the rotated second image is superimposed (col 
7, lines 63-64, col. 8, lines 39- 42). 

Anderson does not teach an outputting unit to output the first image on which a third 
image is superimposed is outputted at the same time. The admitted prior art teaches that an 
image (image data) with a superimposed third image (text) is outputted to a TV monitor (page 5, 
line 22-page 6, line 8, Fig. 6D). The outputting unit is inherently taught. Regarding the newly 
added limitation of displaying the superimposed second and third images at the same time, it is 
noted that figure 2 of prior art discloses outputting to the LCD and TV monitor in parallel, 
therefore they are displayed at the same time. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the outputting of a third image superimposed upon a first 
image taught by the admitted prior art in the image processing apparatus taught by Anderson to 
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make an image processing apparatus that reads out second and third images, rotates the second 
image, superimposes the second and third images upon a first image, displays the first image 
with the second image superimposed thereupon, and outputs the first image with the third image 
superimposed thereupon. One of ordinary skill would have been motivated to make such a 
modification to enable an image to be outputted to multiple channels in an orientation 
appropriate to the display or outputted channel. 

Anderson in view of admitted prior art does not teach rotating the first image in a 
direction opposite to the first direction without rotating the third image and outputs the rotated 
first image, on which the third image is superimposed without rotation, from said outputting unit. 
However Masimo et al. teaches rotating the functional message data (text, first image data) in an 
opposite direction corresponding to the direction of third image without rotating the third 
(image) data (col. 2 lines 6-50, col. 3 lines 29-51, figures 2C-2F) in order to view the text clearly 
in an uprightly fashion. The text will move in an anticlockwise or clockwise direction depending 
if the screen is moved in a clockwise or anticlockwise direction. Therefore taking the combined 
teachings of Anderson, admitted prior art and Masimo et al., it would have been obvious to one 
skilled in the art to have been motivated at the time of the invention to rotate the first image data 
(text) in a direction opposite to the first direction without rotating the third image and outputs the 
rotated first image, on which the third image is superimposed without rotation, from said 
outputting unit. The benefit of doing so would be to have a picture of easy visibility to the user 
by displaying the functional message information (text) in the correct direction thus improving 
the operational capability as taught in Masimo (col. 2 lines 46-50). 
[Claim 35] 
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Applicant's admitted prior art shows that the second and third images are the same (see figure 2). 
[Claims 38 and 39] 

Regarding claims 38 and 39, because the apparatuses of claims 34 and 35 are taught, the methods 
corresponding to the apparatuses are also taught. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yogesh K. Aggarwal whose telephone number is (571) 272-7360. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00AM-5:30PM. 

7. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Ometz can be reached on (571)-272-7593. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

8. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

YKA 

June 20, 2005 

prTmarVexaminer 




